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Party MLAs Abstain
During Rabiri's

Denounce Imperialist Clinton and His Saffron
Collaborators!

ConfldenéghMotlon n His days in the White House may be truly numbered. His own Senate may

thar have refused to ratify his charter of nuclear hegemony known as the QTBT.

The six Members of Legislative His unabashed exhibition of superpower arrogance vis-a-vis countries like
Assembly in Bihar abstained from |rag, Cuba and several other small and weak countries in Asia, Africd and
voting in the house on 16 March | atin America may have earned him the title of the world’s most hated po-
when the Confidence motion wasjiceman or number one terrorist. His venom against every non-Western
brought by Rabri government in the cjyjlisation and culture, especially Chinese, Asian or Islamic, may be sopked
Assembly. During the debate ourj, the stinking solution of Western cultural imperialism. His policies of tredch-
gﬂeig?egfﬁzﬁiﬁgy wful?:;LZ?stgz Iyerous trade and pIunQerous globalisation may be creat_ing _havoc_ i_n large parts

... 7 of planet Earth, evoking angry and loud protests even in his familiar Western
play the role of Left oppositio ; .
within the Assembly. Sensing therturf_ from Seattle to Dav_os. But when he decided 'Fo make a five-day tr|p to
defeat, the NDA MLAs had walke India, his saffron hosts in Indrqprasth gtarted Ieapmg in compradpr ecstasy!
out of the House. However, 4 MLA For the last few Weeks,_ ordlnary_ C|t|zens_of De_lhl, Mumbai, Ja!pur, Agra
of CPI chose to vote against t eano'l Hyderabad - centres |'r'1t:luded in the.Clln.ton |t|n§rary - anq wrtgally the
motion that was carried by 166-4.| €ntire country have been hijacked by a Clinonised Indian administration. Beg-

Party General Secretary Com.gars have been brutally evicted, jhuggis have been demolished in thousands
Dipankar Bhattacharya said thatand even entire roads and beaches and skies have been reserved for the Clinton
CPI(ML) and CPI, while opposing entourage. Managers of the print and visual media have also been busy mar-
the RJD-Congress government jnketing this incredible craze for everything with even the remotest of connec-
Bihar, will work for strengthening tions with the Clintons. It is however not surprising that in their despgrate
"Left Opposition”. He said that from bid to showcase India, the rulers have chosen the greatest care to insulate the
the way this government has comeguests from any close encounter with Indian democracy!Almost everywhere,
into existence following public protests have virtually been banned by an overzealous administtation
compromise between RJD andand then neatly blacked out by its partners in the press.
Congress, one can easily discernthe \hat will be the upshot of the Clinton visit for his saffron hosts? Their
pressure of feudal forces as well ag)est attempts to get Washington to declare Pakistan a terrorist state corjtinued
signals from the World Bank. He said 4 end in utter failure. By including Pakistan in his South Asia itinerary, if
that Laloo Yadav has erected theyny for 5 four-hour stopover, Clinton has put paid to the saffron plans for
edifice of RJD-Congress Coa“t'o_ outmanoeuvring Pakistan with US assistance. The BJP’s surrender on CTBT
government on the corpse .Of SOc'alis now almost an open secret, care is only being taken to delink it from the
justice, only after betraying th Clinton visit. A suggestive Vajpayee made it abundantly clear only the gther
heritage of 1974 movement. A .

In a press conference held earl elgay whep he said h!s government w“ould not sign C1,"BT ur’lder pressurg, lay-
at the Parliamentary Office of the N9 spemal emphasis on the clausg under pressure”. Don’t we know that for
CPI(ML), 20 Windsor Place in Ne aIIowmg_ your arms to be freely twisted, the bully often rewards you with a
Delhi on 15 March, Comrade Dipankar Pa{ronising pat on your back?
Bhattacharya said, "the ongoing Beyond CTBT and cross-border terrorism, the NDA government is actyially
appeasement of Congress by RJD anfoping to emerge as the largest American client in Asia and also get a few
nomination of notorious mafia dons dollars more of American investment in the process. What a grand vision of
like King Mahendra for Rajya Sabha strategic partnership? The Sangh managers also hope to use the Clinton example
mark the increasing formalisation of for their own domestic agenda of constitutional review and introduction [of a
Laloo Prasad's heinous compromisdJS-style presidential system and, more crucially, a “nationalist” political culture
with the forces of feudal reaction in patterned on the American tradition of McCarthyism - rabid anti-communism

........ contd. on p.3 veeern.. CONt. ON P.2




8th March Observed with Clinton's Effigy Burnt at ITO Jobless Growth

Working Women Rally at CPI(ML) supporters and activists  |n the Rajya Sabha on Thursdal,

Guwahati burnt the effigy of Bill Clinton on 19 16 March, Prime Minister Vajpayee

i . March at various places throughout theggreed that iobl had d
Sadau Asom Pragatishil Narij - - 9 Joblessness had reache
g country. In New Delhi, the effigy was "really alarming” levels. In his usual

Santha (SAPN3he Assam Unit of burnt at ITO crossing despite t fashion, Mr. Vajpayee blamed the

AIPWA observed Internationa ; ;
. ; massive deployment of police force . ; ;
Women's Day by holding a women'sinare. The Drocession to oppo rising population level and said that hjs

rally at Guwahati. A procession of cjinton's India visit was led by Co
more than 1,200 women, most of th MRanijit Abhigyan, member of Central
tea gardens workers, was brought outgecretariat, Kavita Krishnan and Sunil.
which after covering the main route of yaday, president and general secretar
Guwabhati city ended in a mass meetingf AISA, Jeeta Kaur of AIPWA,
held at Dighali Pukhri Par. The Himmat Singh of AICCTU, Ravindr
meeting was addressed by ComSharma, and other AISA leaders
Kanaklata Dutta, Secretary of SAPNS Processionists were shoutin
Com. Brij Pradhan, Secretary of Asom"Hobnobbing of BJP and Clinton is the
Sangrami Chah Sramik Sangh,instrument of national sell out'
Sonamoni Garh, Mira Tanti and "imperialist pirate, go back". o :
Mamoni Ghatowar, all tea garden  In Lucknow, party suppporters a greached _Ind|a|n the right e_arnest.
women activists, Rongdoi Terangpi ofactivists burnt the effigy of Bill Clinton ~ Jayati Ghosh of J‘NU is equall
KNCA and Pankaj Das of CPI(ML).| in front of Vidhan Sabha on 19 March. dismissive of Vajpayee’s claim. Unlegs
While condemning the State Gowt. publlg expenditure on _the soical sector
for holding Budget session on 8 Denounce Imperialist Clinton and infrastructure in rural areas

: increases and policies hunting small
March, the meeting tlemanded thz-it the contd. .... from p. 1 scale industries Fz)ire revised shg argyes
Govt. must decalre 8 March as holid ) g )

y. L . . .
The meeting also addressed to the oand systematic witch-hunt of Leftists employment will not increase.

burning issues of tea garden wom @nd progressive elements in every According to the Planning

workers including wages, materni
leave, 33% reservation, legislation f
agrarian workers and life ter
imprisonment to the rapist.

Dharna at Dispur
A dharna was organised jointly b

obs? Can Vajpayee force the priva
ector to employ people? In the p

the employment situation is getting
"explosive". "Jobless growth" hap

of India’s saffron regime. All Indian 0-46% in 1998. ILO economist Ajit K

of the greatest international honourth® national unemployment rate as p-

ahe _ and recognition that they believe has3”? @nd argues that the effective r
Karbi Nimso Chingthur Asong and ;o\ been bestowed on th Sof unemployment was around 12%.

Karbi Anglong Committee of AIPWA' jjanendent nation of fifty years and. "¢ Stking fact’, he notes, "is th
in Dispur on 8 March to protest again tthe BJP will try and market it as the incidence of poverty is far high

starting the Budget session of State than the rate of unemploymen

. : éxclusively saffron success story! The "
legislature on International Women's y ry however measured” (In fact many

Day. Leaders of the State Committ esaffromtes may be the poore ,tthose counted as employed afe

of Sadau Asom Pragatishil Nari Sant efenders of swadeshi, but have tengaged in very low productivity angd
and KNCA leaders including Jun they just proved to be the strongesioyy.-income activities).
Bora, vice president of SAPN seducers fOI" the US! According to Jayati Ghosh, "the
addressed the demonstrators. IR(?aII paftfr'OtdS %Oléld hﬁVe of Cohur €situation has got even worse. Nop-
: ; only felt otffenaed by the reprehen- agricultural employment in rural areas,
Seminar a't Dl_phU on sible hype over the Clinton visit. If which had earlier begun to increase,
Women's Rights the visit itself has been detrimental tohas now registered an absolute decline.
A seminar on women's rightsour national interests, the nauseatindn urban areas, she says, "the elastigity
organised by Karbi Anglong display of the Great Indian Colonial of emplyoment is close to zero, i.g.,
Committee of AISA was held at Diphu mindset has only added enormoushigher output' is not leading to more
Club on 10 March. Comrade Nareninsult to that injury. The anti-imperit jobs.”
Borah was the main speaker who dwelg|ist protests sponsored by the And finally, there has been a big
on the subject matter and later severatp|(ML) and other Left organisations increase in casual labour and a fallfin
speakers also spoke, including Canynq patriotic citizens have only sou htthe labour force participation rate.
Jotsna Katharpi of AIPWA, Pratima i, save the nation’s dignity and patri- Is this not a growth of unemployme
Inghipi, Gen. Secy of KNCA, otic legacy from the imperialist ma- poverty and national sell-out !

Dibyojyoti Sarma, president of state ,\jars and their saffron collabora-  (Based on a TOI report, 18-3-2000
AISA unit and Raju Ghosh o tors

AICCTU.
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Yankee Worshippers of Struggle Against Attack

the World, Unite! on Dalits in Tamil Nadu

The left parties’ decision to stage |, griyodu of Dindigul district in
demonstration against the USygamj| nadu, Party branch organised
President Bill Clinton's India visit and 55t on 15 February against attack
boycott of his address to the joint pgjits in the area, in which about 25€
session of Parliament has eam%eople participated from 30 village
scathing remarks from both Congressy, this area Nadars, an economica
and BJP. While the Congress has,q\erful middle caste busines
called it "regrettable, reprehensive a ommunity, are trying to instigat
iresponsible”, the BJP vice preside "attacks on Pallars (Dalit) with the he
JP Mathur has termed it as "impropef” st an aggressive middle caste fasc

Thanks to Mr. Clinton, the unity of ganisation, Mukkualthore, powerf
US worshippers has got unmaskeq, " gqythern districts. Its head
once again. It is the Congress whichy

had fallen in line with America's 'New 4 attack Pallas of Meenakshipura
World Order" in the 90s and introducedyjjiage of Eriyodu, which has been ot
globalisation and liberalisation. It i$ agitional stronghold. Rajendran wit
this rightward shift of Indian economy g gang attacked the fasting comrad

which prepared the soil for the rise 0fy;g attempt to disrupt the protest w
BJP. And now, the Swadeshi-typeihwarted by the people. The

Yankee worshippers have beaten thexaiendran went to attack Pallars
Congress in their own game. Meenakshipuram. Our people foug

Indian working class and pack there too and repulsed the atta
democratic intelligentsia have a long- Subsequently Rajendran wa
standing tradition of fighting arested because of people's press

imperialism,  particularly US| A four-member team of our party me
imperialism, the number one enemy of

the Collector and demanded th
the world people today. CPI(ML) has normalcy be restored by punishing tt

a glorious history of leading people in ¢ nrits. The threat still persists and w
their anti-US, anti-imperialist h3ye made proper securit

movement and in the past, neitheryrrangements to defend dalit people
bullets nor bayonets of CongresMeenakshipuram.

regimes could stop them. Along wit . .
other Left parties as well as democra idA‘IPWA _Convent'on on _Capltal
organisations, Party will continue to Punishment to Rapists

lead this movement with a renewed  A|pwA organised a Convention o
vigour braving saffron fascist attacks.capital Punishment for Rapist o
March 11 in Chennai, in which
representatives of NFIW, Wome
Struggle Committee and rural wome
contd. from p. 1 movement participated.

Bihar. He said that while playing arole ~ Com. Shanthakumari of NFIW
of consistent oppoistion within Bihar emphasised that there should be
Assembly, CPI(ML) will intensify all| capital punishment for Rapist as it m:
round democratic struggles around théead to undgr reporting _of.rape cas
assertion of the poor and advancemers Well as killing of rape victims. Con
of Bihar. He also declared that there wa§alayam of Women Struggls
no CPI(ML) nominee in the ongoing Committee demanded that speci
Rajya Sabha election and our MLAsCoUrts should be constituted to try ra|

would not cast their vote in favour of cases. Janani, a student of Ste
any candidate. Mary's College, who got the first priz

He also said that following the in the essay competition conducted

retreat of BJP in Bihar and on the RgS00ryodaya(A discussion forum
issue in Gurarat, Party calls upon all th@rganised by AIPWA), said thoug
democratic forces to mount pressure ofat the rapist should not be punish
the government for rolling back budg
hikes in fertilizer and PDS prices.

Party MLAs Abstain ...

ajendran, a local rowdy, has declargg,

twith capital punishment, he must &
awarded an exemplery punishment tf

would make him realize the pain ja
victim suffers everyday.

Com. Bhuvana, AIPWA Stat
Organizer, stressed that nowadays rape
s utilised as a political tool by the stafe

OCmachinery to suppress women/'s

Oparticipation in the struggle for their
5-emancipation and in general
IYdemocratic struggles. It is used o
Sforce women back to the four walls of
E the house and remind them of "thegir
Pplace".

ISt Addressing the gathering Com.
| Kumarasamy, CC member, dealt on the
» ongoing debates on this topic the woild
Com. Usha, Chennai Distri¢t
over the

EGver.
MSecretary presided
i’ convention.
h  In Komarapalayam, a hall meetin
BSvas held on 'Women in Politics' i
ASvhich powerloom women worker
Nparticipated. Com. Rajeswari, Distri¢
INPresident of AIPWA presided over th
htheet. Com. Bhuvana, Conj.
Ckrhenmozhi and Com. Govindaraj
‘Saddressed the gathering. Womjg
U'Belonging to Dravidar Kazhagam als
2lattended the meeting. In Thiruvalld
Aldistrict, a demonstration was he
'®emanding passage of Women
V€reservation bill, prevention of violenc
Y on women, state oppression on fighti
Mvomen, ban on illicit liquor and
against price rise.
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Readers Please Note

Watch closely the address sl
pasted on your copy oML
Update. The last line carries the
End Date i.e., the date on whic
your contribution is going to lapse.
This system has been introduced
remind you about the end date
every issue ofML Update.
Communicate in case there is a
dispute over the end date.
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- Anti-imperialist Day to be
al Observed in Rajasthan

P€ On 23 March, Bhagat Singh!'
II‘?Martyrdom Day, Rajasthan unit @
€ CPI(ML) will observe Anti-Imperialist
bYDay at Jaipur jointly with CPI, CPI(M)
MCPI and various other democratic mg
h organisations. The day long programr
edyill be held at Shahid Smarak whe
€cultural programmes, including seve
"aktreet plays, will be performed.
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Petro Price Hike March in Solidarity with

Petroleum Minister Ram Naik o Sweatshop Workers
Fridy said a decision on the hike in  Labor rights advocate

conditions that respect the bas
rights of workers.

prices of kerosine and LPG will be demonstrated on March 4inNew Yotk ~ |, 1911 a fire at the Trianglé

taken in a week. Naik said a decisiono celebrate the week of Internationalg i twaist Company killed 146
would have been taken during thewomen's Day and build support f I garment workers in New York City. |
Parliament session itself but had to b&omen workers' struggles to organi '
deferred as both houses were beinggainst sweatshop conditions.
repreatedly adjourned and Pri
Minister Vajpayee was also out
station for some time.

Cultural Meet Against N erded with & rally at G q
i march ended with arally al Greene angeq 1o safer workplaces.
Fascist Attack on Culture Washington Place, the site of the 1911 b
A large number of intellectuals and Triangle Shirtwaist Fire in whic

the commonplace abuse of workers

fOld Navy, and the New York ,uer g0 000 people took part in t

L'affaire Gurudas

social activists gathered in Chandigarmearly 150 women garment workers "The decision not to renominate

on 4 February to protest against Sangkost their lives.
fascist attack on the set of FiNdater

Gurudas Dasgupta to the Rajya Sah
The Gap has refused to acceptespite his proven competence as

in Varanasi. Demonstrators wetreresponsibility for ensuring that workers effective parliamentarian in the Uppér

carrying placards with anti-fascist are paid the necessary living wage.|IrHouse would deprive Parliament g

slogans. They formed a human chairBaipan, a U.S. territory replete withthe services of a highly articulate

for two hours to express their solidaritysweatshops, Gap does the mosghampion of the toiling masses....

with struggling cultural workers. The business of any company on theisland It is for the two communist partie
public meeting was addressed byover $200 million a year, contracting to resolve the problems which th
renowned cultural personalitiesin six factories. These companiesdevelopment has caused in th
Gurusharan Singh, Dr. Sahib Singh,
MS Randhawa, Gen. Secy. of Janwadiestrictions and label their clothesBut that the Left as a whole ha
Chetana Manch, Ms Poonam Sunmit,’Made in the USA," but do not adheresuffered as a result of the West Beng
editor ofPreet lari Dr. Harjinder Singh| to U.S. labor laws.
Lekhi, secretary of Punjab University = Gap factory workers are subjectedDasgupta is beyond dispute.
Teachers Association, Sardara Singto forced pregnancy tests, forced However, an ominous dimension {

and universities across the countryto
ensure that goods are produced ungder

€ The protesters rallied at The Gap,ihe ynited States. Days after the firg,

University bookstore, which sell fnera| procession up Fifth Avenug.
products made in sweatshops. Thg-entally, the groundswell of suppoft

mw\ll

rimport without tariff or quota relations between CPI and CPI(M).

Left Front's failure to renominate Mr.

ic

®ecame a catalyst that helped to end

in

al

0

Cheema, convenor @ahit Chintan| overtime, exceedingly high productionthis episode has been added by the

and Prof. HS Mehta. The rally called goals, locked bathrooms, and wages ofress reports indicating the hyperacti
upon the conscious citizens to rise |if$4 a day, which only meet one-third ofrole a prominent business house play
defence of democracy, secularism angheir basic needs. If workers try toin preventing Mr. Dasgupta’s reenti
right to freedom of expression andorganize a union or even become morénto the Rajya Sabha on account of |
isolate the forces of communalism,informed of their rights, they are fired. tireless exposure of its wrongdoin
fundamentalism, fascism and right  Atthe final stop on the march route, These reports, if found to be true, arg
reaction and demanded the governmemarticipants saluted NYU's March 2 matter of serious concern as they test
to take stern action against thes@nnouncement that it would join theto the growing links between busine
reactionary elements and provideWorker's Rights Consortium, a non-and politics even within the Left. Heng

: : : e “prs profit organization that supports andthese reports demand a comprehens
verifies licensee compliance with investigation.
production codes of conduct. These -- Sumit Chakravarty, Anil Nauria
codes have been developed by collegeRavi M. Bakaya, Suhas Borker
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The next, i.e., 29 March issue aof
ML Update will not be published
Inconvenience regretted.
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